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Just as the conference targeted global audiences, outside powers tried to understand it 
through Cold War lenses. Thus Life, for instance, tried to divide conference participants into 
“red,” pro-West, uncommitted, and “neutralist” groups.
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The African-Asian Conference 
Bulletin was published in the lead-
up and aftermath to the conference 
and on a daily basis while the 
conference was going on. It was 
produced by a conference 
secretariat staff and published by 
the Indonesian ministry of 
information. Molly Bondan, a member 

of the conference information staff, 
recalled that much of the material 
produced in English at Bandung 
aimed at outside audiences. 
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HERE WE SEE THE DIVERSITY OF THE CONFERENCE, DELEGATES FROM WEST AFRICA, INDIAN SUBCONTINENT, AND ISLAND 

OF JAVA SITTING SIDE BY SIDE 
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Plaatsbordjes bij de voorbereiding van de Bandung Conferentie 
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Bandung Spirit offers solutions to 21st-century global ills 

 

 

Bandung Spirit still 
relevant [By Jiao 
Haiyang/China.org.cn] 
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Fragmenten uit openingsspeech van Soekarno  Bandung Conferentie 1955: 

 
1. ‘It is a new departure in the history of the world that leaders of Asian and African peoples 

can meet together in their own countries to discuss and deliberate upon matters of common 

concern. Only a few decades ago it was frequently necessary to travel to other countries and 

even other continents before the spokesmen of our peoples could confer.’ 

 

2. ‘For many generations our peoples have been the voiceless ones in the world. We have been 

the unregarded, the peoples for whom decisions were made by others whose interests were 

paramount, the peoples who lived in poverty and humiliation. Then our nations demanded, 

nay fought for independence, and achieved independence, and with that independence 

came responsibility. We have heavy responsibilities to ourselves, and to the world, and to 

the yet unborn generations. But we do not regret them.’ 

 

3. ‘I recall that, several years ago, I had occasion to make a public analysis of colonialism, and 

that I then drew attention to what I called the "Life-line of Imperialism". This line runs from 

the Straits of Gibraltar, through the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal, the Red Sea, the Indian 

Ocean, the South China Sea and the Sea of Japan. For most of that enormous distance, the 

territories on both sides of this lifeline were colonies, the peoples were unfree, their futures 

mortgaged to an alien system. Along that life-line, that main artery of imperialism, there was 

pumped the life-blood of colonialism.’ 

 

4. ‘Yes, we are living in a world of fear. The life of man today is corroded and made bitter by 

fear. Fear of the future, fear of the hydrogen bomb, fear of ideologies. Perhaps this fear is a 

greater danger than the danger itself, because it is fear which drives men to act foolishly, to 

act thoughtlessly, to act dangerously.’ 

 

5. ‘We are of many different nations, we are of many different social backgrounds and cultural 

patterns. Our ways of life are different. Our national characters, or colours or motifs - call it 

what you will - are different. Our racial stock is different, and even the colour of our skin is 

different. But what does that matter? Mankind is united or divided by considerations other 

than these. Conflict comes not from variety of skins, nor from variety of religion, but from 

variety of desires.’ 

 

6. ‘All of us, I am certain, are united by more important things than those which superficially 

divide us. We are united, for instance, by a common detestation of colonialism in whatever 

form it appears. We are united by a common detestation of racialism. And we are united by a 

common determination to preserve and stabilise peace in the world.’ 

 

7. ‘And, I beg of you do not think of colonialism only in the classic form which we of Indonesia, 

and our brothers in different parts of Asia and Africa, knew. Colonialism has also its modern 

dress, in the form of economic control, intellectual control, actual physical control by a small 

but alien community within a nation. It is a skillful and determined enemy, and it appears in 

many guises. It does not give up its loot easily. Wherever, whenever and however it appears, 

colonialism is an evil thing, and one which must be eradicated from the earth.’ 

 

8. ‘Not so very long ago we argued that peace was necessary for us because an outbreak of 

fighting in our part of the world would imperil our precious independence, so recently won 

at such great cost. Today, the picture is more black. War would not only mean a threat to our 

independence, it may mean the end of civilisation and even of human life. There is a force 



loose in the world whose potentiality for evil no man truly knows. Even in practice and 

rehearsal for war the effects may well be building up into something of unknown horror. Not 

so long ago it was possible to take some little comfort from the idea that the clash, if it came, 

could perhaps be settled by what were called "conventional weapons" - bombs, tanks, 

cannon and men. Today that little grain of comfort is denied us for it has been made clear 

that the weapons of ultimate horror will certainly be used, and the military planning of 

nations is on that basis. The unconventional has become the conventional, and who knows 

what other example.’ 

 

9. ‘What can we do? We can do much! We can inject the voice of reason into world affairs. We 

can mobilise all the spiritual, all the moral, all the political strength of Asia and Africa on the 

side of peace. Yes, we! We, the peoples of Asia and Africa, 1,400,000,000 strong, far more 

than half the human population of the world, we can mobilise what I have called the Moral 

Violence of Nations in favour of peace. We can demonstrate to the minority of the world 

which lives on the other continents that we, the majority, are for peace, not for war, and that 

whatever strength we have will always be thrown on to the side of peace.’ 

 

10. ‘However, we cannot, we dare not, confine our interests to the affairs of our own continents. 

The States of the world today depend one upon the other and no nation can be an island 

unto itself. Splendid isolation may once have been possible; it is so no longer. The affairs of 

all the world are our affairs, and our future depends upon the solutions found to all 

international problems, however far or distant they may seem.’ 

 

11. ‘I know that in Asia and Africa there is greater diversity of religions, faiths, and beliefs, than in 

the other continents of the world. But that is only natural! Asia and Africa are the classic 

birthplaces of faiths and ideas, which have spread all over the world. Therefore, it behoves us 

to take particular care to ensure that the principle which is usually called the "Live and let 

live" principle - mark, I do not say the principle of "Laissez faire, laissez passer" of Liberalism 

which is obsolete - is first of all applied by us most completely within our own Asian and 

African frontiers. Then only can it be fully extended to our relations with our neighbouring 

countries, and to others more distant.’ 

 

12. ‘Sisters and Brothers, Indonesia is Asia-Africa in small. It is a country with many religions and 

many faiths. We have in Indonesia Moslims, we have Christians, we have Civa-Buddhists, we 

have peoples with other creeds. Moreover, we have many ethnic units, such as Achenese, 

Bataks, Central-Sumatrans, Sundanese, Central Javanese, Madurese, Toradjas, Balinese, etc. 

But thank God, we have our will to unity. We have our Pancha Sila. We practise the "Live and 

let live" principle, we are tolerant to each other. Bhinneka Tunggal Ika - Unity in Diversity - is 

the motto of the Indonesian State. We are one nation.’ 

 

13. ‘But I hope that this Conference will give more than understanding only and goodwill only - I 

hope that it will falsify and give the lie to the saying of one diplomat from far abroad: "We 

will turn this Asian-African Conference into an afternoon-tea meeting". I hope that it will give 

evidence of the fact that we Asian and African leaders understand that Asia and Africa can 

prosper only when they are united, and that even the safety of the World at large can not be 

safeguarded without a united Asia-Africa. I hope that this Conference will give guidance to 

mankind, will point out to mankind the way which it must take to attain safety and peace. I 

hope that it will give evidence that Asia and Africa have been reborn, nay, that a New Asia 

and a New Africa have been born!’ 

 

 



 

Uit de slotverklaring Bandung Conferentie 1955 

‘The Asian-African Conference, convened upon the invitation of the Prime Ministers of Burma, 

Ceylon, India, Indonesia and Pakistan, met in Bandung from the 18th to the 24th April, 1955.  

In addition to the sponsoring countries the following 24 countries participated in the Conference: 1. 

Afghanistan13. Liberia 2. Cambodia 14. Libya 3. People’s Republic of China 15. Nepal 4. Egypt 16. 

Philippines 5. Ethiopia 17. Saudi Arabia 6. Gold Coast 18. Sudan 7. Iran 19. Syria 8. Iraq 20. Thailand 9. 

Japan 21. Turkey 10. Jordan 22. Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam 11. Laos 23. State of Viet-Nam 12. 

Lebanon 24. Yemen  

The Asian-African Conference considered problems of common interest and concern to countries of 

Asia and Africa and discussed ways and means by which their people could achieve fuller economic, 

cultural and political co-operation. 

Free from mistrust and fear, and with confidence and goodwill towards each other, nations should 

practise tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours and develop 

friendly co-operation on the basis of the following principles: 

1. Respect for fundamental human rights and for the purposes and principles of the Charter 

of the United Nations. 

2. Respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all nations.  

3. Recognition of the equality of all races and of the equality of all nations large and small.  

4. Abstention from intervention or interference in the internal affairs of another country.  

5. Respect for the right of each nation to defend itself singly or collectively, in conformity 

with the Charter of the United Nations.  

6. (a) Abstention from the use of arrangements of collective defence to serve the particular 

interests of any of the big powers. (b) Abstention by any country from exerting pressures on 

other countries.  

7. Refraining from acts or threats of aggression or the use of force against the territorial 

integrity or political independence of any country.  

8. Settlement of all international disputes by peaceful means, such as negotiation, 

conciliation, arbitration or judicial settlement as well as other peaceful means of the parties’ 

own choice, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations. 

 9. Promotion of mutual interests and co-operation.  

10. Respect for justice and international obligations.  

The Asian and African Conference declares its conviction that friendly co-operation in 

accordance with these principles would effectively contribute to the maintenance and 

promotion of international peace and security, while co-operation in the economic, social 

and cultural fields would help bring about the common prosperity and well-being of all. The 

Asian-African Conference recommended that the Five Sponsoring Countries consider the 

convening of the next meeting of the Conference, in consultation with the participating 

countries. Bandung, 24 April, 1955.’ 

 


